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between them." His opponents justified themselves by
quoting his own action after Plassey, and refused to
admit that they had done wrong. They forgot that
Olive had rendered great services to the Nawab and the
Company ; that his first interference in native affairs
was not solely dictated by sordid motives, and that
there was at the time no order against the receipt of
presents. Olive's conduct was at any rate consistent.
He steadily supported those who had helped him, and
protected them not only from their native enemies but
from the rapacity of the Company's servants. The Coun-
cil were guided by personal motives and influenced by
the desire of gain. Although they had rendered no
services, they accepted presents after the receipt of
positive orders forbidding them to do so; and they
delayed the execution of the covenants until the money
had been paid. All their measures failed. Every one
who had befriended the English was ruined, and the
word of an Englishman was no longer trusted.
At a later date Clive, when justifying his acceptance
of Meer Jaffier's presents before the Select Committee
of the House of Commons, stated that his idea of pre-
sents was as follows : When presents are received as the
price of services to the nation, to the Company, and to
that prince who bestowed these presents, when they are
not exacted from him by compulsion; when he is in a
state of independence, and can do with his money what
he pleases ; and when they are not received to the disad-
vantage of the Company, he holds presents so received
not dishonourable: but when they are received from a
dependent prince, when they are received for no services
whatever, and when they are received not voluntarily,